[Chagas disease].
Chagas disease (human American trypanosomiasis) is a zoonose caused by the protozoan Trypanosoma cruzi. Vectors are Triatoma spp. insects. T. cruzi can also be transmitted by blood transfusion, organ transplantation, and transplacentally. Infection is generally acquired during infancy. The acute infection is rarely symptomatic and is followed by a chronic phase. Chronic infected people are asymptomatic (indeterminate stage) and may remain at this stage for the rest of their lives. About a third of infected people will develop a chronic Chagas disease which affects the heart and the digestive tract. Morbidity and mortality of chronic Chagas cardiomyopathy (CCC) are high. Specific treatment of asymptomatic infected individual could reduce the risk of progression to CCC. With control initiatives case incidence declined in most endemic countries. American trypanosomiasis has become an emerging imported disease in North America and Europe because of the migration of population originating from endemic zones. They are only two available drugs for specific treatment of Chagas disease: benznidazole and nifurtimox. Both have frequent side effects and variable efficacy according the phase of the disease. There is an urgent need for new treatments and better serological tests. Policies must be developed to avoid the risk of transmission trough blood transfusion and transplantation in developed countries.